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While it is known that the originally mystical concept of “fundus animae” became a crucial notion in the 

German Enlightenment as the place of the unconscious, the route to its psychologization has hitherto been 

rather neglected by scholars. In my talk I will reconstruct this process, taking into account the tensions between 

its mystical background and the Leibnizian metaphysical context, and investigating the ways in which the 

“fundus animae” began to serve as an explanatory basis for both the unaccountable paradoxes of the mind and 

the inspiration of the artist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nevědomí jako temná a spletitá hlubina. Ilustrativní rytina: Giovanni Battista Piranesi, Vězení (1761). 


